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p l the Viemwna theatre ‘PVOJ ect presents

V t"'f-‘j the WORLD PREMIERE of

William Shakespeare’s

i Two Gentlemen of Verona

& - a modern version
by the shakespeare project

c

Shakespeare: Hey you, Muse, tonight's
the night, when | will finally get rid of you after being stuck with you
- in purgatory for 400 years. Muse: Let's just wait and see.
So you think this time you have written
yourself into heaven?!

Shakespeare: Most certainly! The modern version of
THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA is too good to be true.

Muse: If so, then that's entirely due to
me - your inspiration, imagination, ...
Shakespeare: Stop it!!! You... you...
concept! You are not even real!

Muse: You
playwright wannabe! Greatest poet of all times, HA!
Without me you'd be nothing, just a writer with writer's
block ... Anyway, so it’s finished, FINALLY, and with

a lot of romance, lust, vice, ...

Shakespeare: Yeah, yeah,
if you say so, just let the audience decide ...

In case you have always been wondering how Shakespeare went about writing one of his
plays, how he is connected to the Russian mafia, and whether he is actually in heaven —
everything you need to know about the greatest poet of all times will be disclosed in this
breath-taking, funny, and witty modern version of The Two Gentlemen of Verona. Over a
period of 6 months, enthusiastic young writers got the chance to re-write this early romantic
comedy, not only by breathing fresh spirit into a text written 500 years ago, but also by
bringing the Bard himself back to life and onto the stage. In fact, the poor guy is stuck in
purgatory with a woman — his muse, an over-the-top “Sex in the City-20-years-later” creature
— who keeps screwing things up. At least that’s what he thinks. The new version not only
explores Shakespeare’s eternal values of love, betrayal and friendship in a 21st century college
setting, but also sheds light on a very human side of Master Shakespeare. This time we will get
to know the man behind the genius for real.

About the shakespeare project

Started as a writing project initiated by Martin Buxbaum at the University of Vienna’s English
Department, the shakespeare project quickly developed into a group of dedicated young
writers who turned Shakespeare’s somewhat flawed early romantic comedy into a hilariously
entertaining modern play while staying true to the plot and spirit of the original.
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About vip

The viewna theatre pmjeat was founded in 2002 with the purpose of facilitating high-quality

English-language theatre productions at different venues in and around Vienna. Drawing from
a pool of mostly Vienna-based professional actors whose native language is usually English,
vtp attempts to offer a wide range of contemporary plays in the original and to make the
tremendous scope of English-language plays from all over the world more accessible to Vienna
audiences. After more than two successful seasons with a total of 10 two- or three-week runs
at Theater Drachengasse (3), the Ensemble Theater (2), dietheater Konzerthaus (1) and Die
Neue Tribliine (Café Landtmann, 4), The Two Gentlemen of Verona is the vienwnn theatre

project’s 11 production overall and its first world premiere.

To find out more about the vieana theatre project, please contact its artistic & executive

director Martin Buxbaum at office@viennatheatreproject.at or +43 1 920 25 83, or visit its
website at www.viennatheatreproject.at.

Production information The Two Gentlemen of Verona — a modern version

Location: Ensembletheater — Petersplatz 1, 1010 Vienna ‘
Dates: November 3-18, 2004 (daily except Sunday) -

Premiere: Wednesday, November 3
Teachers’ Preview: Tuesday, November 2

Time: 8 p.m.
With: Barbara Jansenberger, Kathy Tanner, Lisa Gray,
Daniel Williams, Greg Nelsen & Richard Lee Berke
Tickets: 17€ regular - 12€ students
group discounts (€15/€9) available for groups of 10 or more
Reservations: +43 1535 32 00 +43 1920 2583
et-info@ensembletheater.at office@viennatheatreproject.at
www.ensembletheater.at www.viennatheatreproject.at

Directed by Gregory Fuller
Dramaturgy: Martin Buxbaum
Assistant Director: Anita Aichinger
Production Coordinator: Agnes Kitzler

Performances in English
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